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Preach'd at the Old Brick Meating- Houſe in \Boflon, 
the LozD's Day after the COMMENCEMENT, 
3 14 „ D 
] } With a Letter to the Reverend Mr. Jauk DavanyrorTt. 


ByCharlesGhauncy D. D 


One of the Paſtors of the firſt Church in ſaid Tows, 


0 — — : 1 
La on ſum idaneus ad habends, aut interpretanda ſomnis, 
N neque eam facultatem aut ſcientiam mihi expeto; et pactum — 4 
| fect cum Domino Deo meo, ne vel viſiones, vel ſomnia, vel 2 
uy is em ROE 3 1 
| uz ocet, et - 
tat omnia, —— com od Lena, tum ad futuram: 
vitam. Huic credo, et acquieſco, ac certus ſum, me non poſle 
falli.——Moveor infinita illa multitudine illuſionum, peaſti?᷑⸗- 
giarum, impoſturarum, quibus mundus herribiliter fub papatu, L 
longo tempore, deceptus eſt per ſathanam: Deinde ſufficientis 
ſeripture ſanctæ, cui fi non adhibuero ſidem, profectò nee 
angelo, nec viſioni, nec ſomnio facile credam; LZetherus, in 
Comment. in Gen. 37. fol. 6. Edit. An. 1554 75 
m— Multi enim fanatici — me adorti ſunt, quorum aliug 
omnia, alius viſiones, alius revelationes jactabat, quibus nit 
bantur me erudire. Sed reſpondi, me non expetere ejuſmodi 5 
tevelationes ; et fi quæ offerentur, me tis non habityrum fidem. | 
Idque ardentibus votis precatus ſum, ut daret tnihi., - + RI 
tum ſenſum et intellectum ſcripture ſanctæ. Si enim verb 8 
habeo, ſeio me recta via ingredl, nec facile falli aut etrate poſſe. 
FHxc mea ſententia eſt, quam non muto. {bid 0p 48 fllt, | 
4 3-0 X03” £322 ad 
Pripted by ]. Daarza, for 8, ELTor in Cornhill, and J. Brau- 
eine af the Biyje and Crgwa on Dock Square, Mgcertit. 
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of impulſes and impreſſions, taking them for a of 5 


from GD; and your manner gf conduit”; 
have been in 1 conformable in {6 


og; add afterwards © 


blication of the following «gage 
I te * is that in it, Which may be 1. 
e your caſt of mind, I 
en 


will to ot ers,” 
ed imagination. * 
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i 21 Litter to oth Reverend. ER 


And I believe, yon do not think, 1 was want g upon. 
tharbead) Whürber yu heafd 3 rr 
ry-rowards ine; or becoming” refle ions on yout: 
1 not: Time may diſcoder which, 3M 
the workipg of your lian; Lam abugdantly can- 
firm dan it, that A was fairly | 
before you. 1 775 A 


1 doubt not, you verily- think, GoD RE? TREE 145 
and that your prea hing here is b immediate commiſ- 2 
. fon from hn: Byt others muſt excusd{ if the ban ge. 
the ſame*tho't oft — 4 They are in the jon, 
your own flick is your proper charge ; and can't eaſily be | 
bro't to believe, that So wautd call yeu to leave them, — 
without making way for their ſupply in the mean time. 
Ibis, you ma e done: But — 9 uy ; 
different mind; thy, to be ſore, Ig y, w 
- What a wean rat, illiterate, young man, F. 
to them; one, who lived in theſe parts, and gave ſuffi: 
ciem Pfebf beg ignorante, und + 2 and 5 4 
neſs, as we W biber thingsy;1 Kan t here weden. 


1 But that, more eſpecially,” which alk fies me, as well 
' as many otkers, that you are miſled in the tho'r of being 
. ſent by Gop, in an extraordinary mandes, & pace; | - | 
is, the miſchief you are like todo here. What gol 
you may. ve.been Mint R ot: | 
But I arg well aſſure inſtead L154 
oceafron of much burt, to the inter fr r | 5 
churches” You mann:r ift | Sf Kt lens twb YL 
pen ſay, ſeems r her "calculated, at Teaff It ſome" times, 
to diſturb {+ imagination, than inform the TT. ER. 
And am fu petſwysded, vou too often miſtake the 
: 1 operations of violent voce and atfion, ſor im 
Fe of another kind. Some ate net Witheut fes“, . 
leaſt: by your. imprbdencter, \ you ſhduld' do — n 
würds bringing Leber ien, He yo 8 ame of it, inte 
Ae certain, man ople ate afendt! ! 
| in 6 N who hive tt6* $900 Lon about. r. 
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| ve, in general, aud 
_ © whoſnew; that the 
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Wird en 10 e 218 * A* VI "Sy I . IC | 

£4Therpratebigg of Cy n187: d, may be, tl true, 
| ſame; and fool; fbneſs Eng 
the prearbers,/at the ſume time, a ſweet 
even in thaw bar perifſo. But how e ws | 
Sund iu occoftont'of offence? If, u — 
nom of precobing CMH men will turn into — 4 
prudencies, and ſet religion in uch unν,ßbhανει 
urguarded conduct. as eventually 1 in great — af 


to men nn they - are +certainly! chargtabler withit ; 


and e aber digen of gvilt, tha. may bd — 
cientty »of „ Pnrbyfiofic das aid ifs 
| 2 PT hijs;-8ir, 2 eee 
— And while are {0 ready: to: faſtety om @- 
* ther theſguilcofithe$/0d'of ſou/ty it wenldundthe ani, 
45 re L 
INE \goilty in the like kinds) Dee 
o6-offiin," arms ng ng ot Ae | te 3 dy 


,\chan.in'othirs/ Be ant High-minilalipler - 
e a jealouſ of your ſelf,” , leaſt, fr 
ii your oondutt, and com 8 
you 
5 — re al ret dere of God # 7 com test in- 
— — — 2 
— wpanied with & 2 
— ever ſo contidentyon are in che ri 
© gulle oon your (elf; as well Last 
Ri der anten dor e dc oh 2 11 15 
N vv dez, in geing thro' the was from dhe mi- 
-» to another, to examine into theit #7 „ 
riencei, og 97 open. 2 — 4 1 * —ꝗ 
dend us; —— pronounoed ſentence, "4 
ealt'd has been uſual Wy . 0 
Pera iro n Auer, —_ 2 ry TY 
- carnabftxe;; tho, if l deen 828 2 io 
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e How far this may tend 2 — 
aint: their misjßry, I can't certainly Jay z-bat - 

laveno: (ach apprebenfion of rr 40 EE 

en of any great incon . Dh 


20\Y 306 + _ Bz | __ K's 3 1 


. 


1 


= 
- 
* 
8 — © 
- on 
. — — 


# 4 1 


Fw 


YR EE EE IS — P ee ae es cn EE SEED 
— A nn en ni CO OO_ 
. ug N 
, 4 0 . l 


have unhappily fallen into. 


You will deubtleſs ray; you are in the right; you are 
ſure of it: Your mind has been impreſſed by the D1- | 


—ͤ— 


. 2 Letter to the Reverent | 


Some over · zealom perſons may be made ſtill more un- 
charitable ; but by far the better part of the town, oth 
for number, and ſolid piety, are aware of this device. of 


ſatan ; and, I truſt, upon their — vſt any 
impreſſions from it. I am there concern'd for 


you, chan in fear of any hurt you are capable of doing 


the miniſters. You are certainly in a wrong way of 


thinking, or you would not be able, with the name of 
GoD in your mouth, to violate that ſolemn ſtatute of 
heaven, JYDGE KNOT. 1 | ' 2 . 


Suffer me, Sir, to take this opportunity, to beſceck 
you in the bowels of CHRIST JESUS, and as you re- 


gard your own ſoul, to review your conduct in this matter 
of raſh, and unc haritable judging. You know, how ma- 


ny worthy minifers you have publickly condemned, 48 
carna and waconverted ; tho', ſo far as is viſible, they 
have been an example of the believers, in word, in con- 


verſatior, in-charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity : And 


you know alſo; how, by this means, you have obſtructed 
their uſefulneſs; alienated: the hearts of their people 


from them; and encouraged heats and animoſitiet,which 


have arifen; in ſome places, to open diviſions and ſepa- 
rations. And can you reflect upon this, and be caſy'in” 
your mind? Have you had no miſgivings of heart ? Na 


inward relentings ? No ſecret twinges of conſcience? 


I can't but thinlc, this has been, at times, the eaſe with 
you. I am ture, if you han't been in trouble of ſoul, 


tis not becauſe you han't had juſt reaſon to be ſo.- And 


I belieye, if ever GoD gives you a ſound _ _ will 
cry to him from tbe deeps, for this ſtrauge con 


VINE SPIiRi'r; and you act in this matter, under his 


ſpecial influence. But is this any more than every en- 


chu ſi aſt may ple id in vindieation of his conduct, be it e- 


ver fo wild ? What ſays the apoſtle PAUL, who ſpaͤke 


under the inſpiration 'of GoD ? Does he not bring © the 
retences of every man, who calls himſelf SP1RITUAL, 


J. e. pretends to a more than ordinary guidance of the 
SPIRIT, to the ſtandard of ſcripture, ta be tried by hart 


une rring 
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Mr. Janes DAYzNPorT. 48 


2 rule And are you able to ſtand the 
- this of God ? What is there, ja the ſacred — 
that will juſtify your going about, from 
country to another, enquiring into 
partic of minifers, and ing A 
monly, unconverted; Tho they don't open their hearts 
to you, and their lives give credit err 
hat is jadęing another mas ſervant, if this is not k 
And how can be faid, while you act thus, to be ia 
the exerciſe of charity, that charity which tbiateth ns 


evil, believeth all things, b all things ? Is there an 
meaning to theſe texts ? perſons be at all guilty of 
the fin of uncharitable judging ? Tis hard to ſay,where- 


in they can be guilty, if you are not. 


Von may, perhaps, plead the danger of an 
e 28 the Gl efmes. But be the 
this us great as it will, it can never be à good reaſon, 
why you ſhould aſſume a givine ative, and act 25 
tho you were the tuted judge of your bre 
Tu true, where mi make a diſcovery of a | 
Geert, by that which is outwardly bad, they may juſtly be 8 
condemned: But in no other caſe ; to be ſure, not pub- | 
| 


lictly. We have no way of judging but by what is extward 
and pille: Nor are wecapable of judging any other way. 
And to lea ve this way, and go into that of judging ſram 
mess hearts; it tendi to nothing, in the nam 
but to the peace of churches, and fill the world 
with-contention and confuſion : And of this yah ave . 
had proof in own conduct; ſufficient, if you will 
ſuitably attend to it, to work con viction in ou. 


Bat this you cannot do, while you give heed to in- 
Pulſes, and guide your ſelf by them, taking them 
for diſcoveries of the will of Goo. Your grand 
_ Error lies here: And tis a more dangerous one, than 
you may be ready to imagine. Ther is nothing, while 
in this ſtate of mind, but you may be bro't to: And how 
far GoD. may ſuffer you to be led afide, is known only 
to himſelf. Others, who hayg appear'd as zealous for 
CHRIST at you have done, have been as bold and da- 

ring in judging their neighbours,'as much under an im 
ginary divine conduct in every thing, and as ſure of it_ 
e | _ 


x2 208 Am Ne. 
oe been) have pen 80 a een ew 
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for / I > bets By: you ld take Lr 
Fob m k 6f — you Rave 
'beated 2 50 Mag inarioy; Tis tos e dent ta be tbe 
9 * tos cen tate che | motions of your! own 
ine communications. A fAlbgfant inſtence of | 
Els; 70 gave your besters nat Jong fnte, Whew you 
__ wok. it was impxe bd pon „ind, that the 
of ne" 7 af the du were 1 Jare of 
7 —— thing you then Sri gan ee "327 Poir- 
ee theſe and others with 
— — Mon, 160Kitig d pon it a5 revelatim froin 
And 4% ae Have Aden it to Have > beth a 
vain imagination; i ydu had only. confidered;> thut the 


N54 755 


knowledge of the time of the judgment is a ſecret, the 
As That the 


FATHER hath"(6 reſerved in hir o breup 

Sor HIMSELF /as'men, was ef it: Rüdi this 

day to ce unaivahes, arid? as. & 3 ets night, 
Could me ver be called of SD th" 

the time of iri aßproueb. To be ſure, — > 

about the u Ii of the adęmit wan ey Go, vont 


opoſui ſodn Ae it, to ruiſe monies for the dollging . 


bel, er ve, under the name of 2 Sbepberd : Te 
cke cherches might be ſupplied with 'converted 


erpery; muſt be own'd to — Pikes 6 


| 2 — is qa; will tally be the tho't 
28255 oon u cially, f e is commonly 
ſaidt, be true,” bat e the perſons; to de ohανrn'd in 
the inanagement of this affair, is a gentleman tha has 
| beenilately /urn'd out of the miniftry; becauſe among o- 
ther things, he ſpake moſt 'contemptuouſly of nd 
ſc criptures, But I muſt not be too long: 


And now hav en m mind te free) if y 
deal with — as — lt much — men, 
I may expect to be called:a poor, car nal, unconv 
wreteh. Bur'lafſhre you beforehand, Leſteem it a 
ſmall thing to be judged by year Judgment ; and the 


ther, becauſe I certainly _— 3 of oo % 


e towards GN; | 
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55 taken notice only of ba: in yaw. which is ei lle 
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& tribunal, they N 2 with the rights of the 
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e gor bein 
« Let the foes 
60 che > ws but tg the eve Tchnur, our 4444 * 
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nder the p,. of a Now ove tld 
5 all-the\fyxourable. Arsen N ewe 0. 
admit of: I d ſue todo ſo eee 
* vou! a & wt) Kerbe 
„e e #5 fot HA won wad . 8 uur tun why” 
4 Wall add arcs a uple of. i 
well wbrthyTyour, ſatious : canfderagon;; One i fm 
Monfieur BANAGE, in his La Communion Sainte, page 


$54; 555. Where ſpeaking of a ſett of men in Fance, 


e ſays, They look upon their de chink to be — | 
„ wicked.than they-really. ue, we 
« bett&r than be really are er 15 nce 07 fo- 
c periour good conduct in hemblves, £ ey aſcend the 


« diy nounce the irrevocable 

e ne would think Gop had 
„ committed his — into the bands of theſe rigo- TA 
te rous ſpiritual men, who are oftentimes more melan- - — 
« choly than holy, that ſo they might exgeiſe it with” | 
e ſapreme authority. Were it eve tyu 
© the depofitariesof divine juſtice, don't you know that 
" this depofitum were dangerous in your hands? Wo 

eto him that abuſes it, that act: by P paſſion, or that judges . 


« with -rafhneſs.} SAVIOUR ob 
HI? ye 5 2 
40 Je judged. By what right do you 1 7 


«, 
« Jaw of your maſter ?- And why do e * 
< is forbidden ? 


The other paſſage is from the famous Mr. Journ Digs 


VENPORT, m - 2 ent 2 — 
In a manu 78505 af pang be + 
eſoſt f —— 


church 


© exerciſes for the | 
« neither er * ö ö 
i dithar the duties of it. 


ook neithef e right hand nor 


by 


4 : vil 4 Ene to the Rev. My. Davinzonr. 


| |  & 6&4 dio-gioce in all adminifirations. Let ivy com 
3 4 tend the fules of order and edification, in 7 
3 and in in both your clings genera 


— 


K 
Figs. thy families, and in | both your calling 
„and in all your converſb a 
Let every one attend d 01) Eng 460 
e. Prov. 27. 8. 


« As jay that wandreth from bis neff; ſo is @ man- 

© that wandreth from bis place. All ſuch as are above 

_ «theſe duties, as the Nm,, bade not the SPIRIT on 
* CHREED : True believers nao xn; 
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I Sir, withing you well on all accounts, " 
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Caveat againſt 
* NTHUSIAS M. 
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LIE. 


| n X. xxxvii 


if any Man among yu think himſelf to be a PROPHET, 0r 
aPIRITUAL, let bim acknowledge that the Things 


tat 1 write unto W are the ce. 7 the 
W Sl 


JAN V Thing were A in the 


\ wrote this Epiſtle to them. There 
WEL were envyings, ſtrife and divifiogs 
e among, them, on account of their 
miniſters. Some cried-up_one, o- 

thers another: one ſaid, I am of 

% Paul, another I am of APPOLLOS. 

"tr on bey had form'd. thermſel ves into 
rties, and exch þ rty ſo admized. the teacher they lol · 
owed, as as to refl unjuſt r on the other, 


* 


— ad. a 


1: Nor "ow this their only. favlt. : A ſpirit of pride pre- 
vailed exceedingly among them. They were conceited 
2 ch eir giits, ane too N dipos to make an of 
Se oy +, Fentatious 


- 
— * * 4 


Fi 


$ Church. of Corinth, when Paul N 


A ſeaſerable Caution '- 


 rentatious ſhe w of them. From this vain-glorious tem- 
per proceeded the forwardneſs of thoſe chat had the gifz 


of tongues, to ſpeak in layguages which others did not 
underſtand, to the diſturbance, rather than edification of 


the church: And from the fame principle it aroſe; that 


they ſpake not by turns, but ſeveral at once, in the ſame 
place of worſhip, to the introducing ſuch confufion, that 
they were in danger of being tho't mad. pgs 


Nor were they without ſome pretence to juſtify theſe 
diſorders. Their great p'ea was, that in theſe things 
they were guided by the Spirit, ated under his imme- 
diate influence and direction. This ſeems plainly infi- 
nuated in the words I have read to you. IF any man 
think bimſelf to be @ prophet, or ſpiritual, let him acknow- 
ledge that the things that [write unto you are the com- 


 mandments of the Lord. As if the apoſtle had faid, you 


may imagine your ſelves to be ſpiritual men, to be un- 
der a divine affatus in what you do; but tis all ima- 
gination, meer pretence, unleſs you pay a due regard 
to th commandments I have here wrote ta you ; receiv- 


ing tdem not as the word F man, but of GOD. Make 
trial of your ſpiritual pretences'by this rule : If you can 
"fabmit to it, and will order your conduct by it, well; 


cheat yourſelves, while you think 


otherwiſe you only 
ſoiritgal men, or propiets: You are 


yourſelves to be 


nothing better than Path»Soofis; your being acted by 
"the SPIRIT, immediately guided and influenced by him, 


i» meer pretence; you have no good reaſon to believe 
any ſuch thing. „ M 
From the words thus explained, I ſhall take occafion 


to diſcourſe to you upon the following Particulars. 


. 1 mall ive you ſome account of Entbsfiaſm, in its 
nature and influence. MC | 
5 


l. Point you to a rule by which may judge 
l whether they are ander the influence of 


Enthufiaſm. 


[17. Say what may te proper to guard you agtinſt this 
nhappy turn of mind, 2 
19 


againſt ENTHUSIASY. 2 


— 


The whole will then be folio#'d with forac fuitable 


3 


I. Lam in the firſt place, to give yon ſome account 
of Eatbufiaſm. And as this is a thing much talk'd of at 
preſent, more perhaps than at any other time that. ha: 

paſi d over us, it will not betho't unſeaſonable, if I take 
ſome pains to let you into a true underſtanding. of it. 


The wor d, from it's Etymology, carries ln it a good 
meaning, as fignifying inſpiration from GOD : in which 
ſenſe, the prophets under the old teſtament, and the a 
poſtles under the new, might properly be called Fauth 
fiafts. For they were under a divine influence, ſpake - 
as moved by the HoLY GHSOsr, and did ſuch things as 
can be accounted for in no way, but by recurring to an 
immediate extraordinary power, preient with them. 


But the word is more commonly uſed in a bad ſenſe, as 
intending an imaginary; not a real inſpiration :  aCcor- 
ding te which ſenſe, the Eatbhuſiaß is one, who bas a 
| conceit of himſelf as a perſon tavoured with the extrs- 
ordinary preſence of the Deity. He miſtakes the work - 
ings of bis own paſſions for divine communications, aud 
fancies himſelf immediately inſpired by the 8 RI T of 
God, when all the while, he is under no other influence 
than that of an over · heated imagination. 7 5 


The canſe of this ent hu ſaſin is a bad te nent of 
the blood and ſpirits; tis properly a diſeaſe, a fort of mad-, 
neſs: And there are few ; perbap*, none at all, but are 

ſubject to it; tho' none are ſo much in danger of it as, 
thoſe, in whom melancboly is the prevailing ingredient 
in their conſtitution. In theſe itoften reigns ; and ſome - 
time3 to ſo great a degree, that they are really beſide 
- themſelves, acting as truly by the blind impetus of a wild 
fancy, as tho' they had neither reaſan nor underſtanding. 


And various are the ways in which che 
. diſcovers itſelf, - 4 47 2 | ** 


2 Sometime -, ie may be iS; in their countenance. A 
certain wildneſſ is ora in their general look and 
| C'3- : 45.4% /- fg 


433 
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air; eſpecially when their imagigations are mov'd- and 
red. wh . 72 41; 


Scmetimes, it ſtrangely looſens their tongdes, and 
gves them ſuch an energy, as well as fluency and volu- 
bility in ſpeaking, as they themſelves, by their utmoſt | 
efforts, can't ſo much as imitate, when they are not un- 
der the enthufiaſtick influence. Wes 


Sometimes, it affects their bodies, throws them into 
convulſions and diſtortions, intoquakings and tremblings. 
This was For ee NI mon amon the. people called | 
Duakers. | 1728 mylelf, when a Lad, an eye-witneſs to A 
ſuch violent agitations and foamings, in a boiſterous fe- 
male ſpeaker, as I could not bhehc'd but with ſurprize 


and wonder. 3 


gometinſes, it will uneceountably mi iffelf with their 
conduct, aud give it ſuch. a Unckore of that which is 
freakiſh or futious, as none can have an idea of, but | 
thoſe who haye ſeen he behaviour of a perſon in a 
phręnzy. ir /# * | D . 
Sometimes, it appeats in their imaginary peculiar inti- 
macy with debe They are, fn r e 8 ale, 
the ſpecial favourites of GOD, haye more. familiar con - 
verſe with bim than "other. good men, and receive 
immediate, extraordinary communications from him. 
The tho'ts, which ſuddenly riſe up in their minds, they 
take for ſuggeſtions of the Sp1RIT; their very fancies" 
are divine illvminations ; nor are they ſtrongly inclin'd 
to any thing, but *fls an im pulſe flom Go p, a plain re- 
velation of his will. | bf 5 at os ae 


And what 'extrayabances, in this temper of mind, are 
they not capable of, and under the ſpecious pretext too 
of piying obedience to the authority of God? Many 
have fancied themſelves acting by immediate warrant- 
from heayen, while they have teen committing the 
molt undoubted wickedneſs, There is indeed ſcarce 
any thing ſo wild, either in Peculation or prattice, but 
they hays given into it; They haye, in many inſtances, 


beg 


againf ENTHUSIASM. 5 


been blaſpbewers of Gon, and open diſturbers of the, 
peace of the world. „ ie e 11.6 


But in nothing does the entbufiaſm of theſe: perſons, 
diſcover it ſelf * than in the go we FADED, 
to the Dictates of rea/ovp. They are above the force of, 
argument, beyond conyiQion from a calm and ſaber ad - 
dreſs to their underſtandings. - As for them, they are 
diſtinguiſh'd perſons; Gop himſelf ſpeaks inwardly, and 


immediately to their ſouls. They fee the light infos: 


$620 miſtaken z 
4 ſun-· 


r 


8 ed into their underſtandinge, and ca 
« tis clear and viſible there, like t 

« ſhine ; ſhews it ſelf and needs no ot 
e own evidence, They feel the hand of GQD moving 
© them within, and the impulſes of his Sein; and 
<-cannet be miſtaken in what they feel, Thus they 
<« ſupport themſel yy, add are ſure reaſon hath nothing 
© to do with what they ſee and feel. What they have. 
«© a ſenſible experience of, admits no doubt, needs no 
e probation”. And in vain will you endeavour to con- 
vince ſuch; perſons of any wiſtakes they are fallen into. 
They are certainly in the right; and know themſelves. 
to be ſo; They have the SPIRIT opening their under - 
ſtandings and revealing the truth to them. They be- 
lieve only as he has — ht them : and to ſuſpect they 
are in the wrong is to 2 diſhonour to the SPIRIT ; tis 
to oppoſe his Yictategy.to ſet up their own wiſdom in, 
oppolition to his, and Thut their eyes againſt that light 
with which be has ſhined into their ſouls. They are; 
not thereſore c:pable of being argued with; you had as 
good reaſon with the winds _ le Ned 


And as the natural conſequence of their being thus 
ſure of every thing; they are not only Anfinitely Riff 
and tenacious, but impatient of contradiction, eenſo-. 
rious and uncharitable : they encourage a 
ot none but ſuch as are in their way of thinking and 
ſpeaking. Thoſe, to be ſure, who venture to debate 
with them about their errors and miſtakes, their weak- 
neſſes and indifcretions, run the hazard of bein 


12 
matizd by chem as poor unconverted wretehes, with - | 


1 


out the SPIRIT, under the government of carnal reaſon, - 
enemies to GoD and religion, and in the broad way to 


but its 


opinion | 


; Wn. 
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They are likewiſe poſitive and dogmatical, vainly 
fond of their own itnaginations; and Invincibly ſet up- 
on propagating them: And ia the doing of this, their 
Powers being awakened, and pat a it were, upon the 
ftretch,' from the ſtrong impreſſions they are under, 
that they are authorized by the immediate command 
of Gop himſelf, they ſometimes exert themſelves with 
a ſort of extatic'violence - And 'tis this that gives them 
the advantage, among the Jeſs knowing and jadicious, 
of thoſe who are modeſt, ſuſpicions of themſelves, and 
not too aſſuming in matters of conſcience and falvation. 
The extraordinary fervour of their mind, accompanied 
with ancommon bodily motions, and an exceffive con- 
fiderice and aſſurance, gains them great reputation a- 
mong the populace; who ſpeak of them as men of GOD 
in diſtinction from all others, and too commonly heark- 
en to, and re vere their diQtate+,as tho' they really were, 
as they pretend, immediately com nicated to them 
from the DVI E SPIRIT. ee 
S 1 e 2 . : 3 
This is the nature of Eatbuſiaſin, and this its opera- 
tion, in a leſi or greater degree, in all who are under 
the influence of it. Lis a kind of religious Phregmy, 
and - evidently; dtſeovers it {elf to be fo, *whenever it 
riſes to any great height. 


8 9 e 7 eee 
And much to be pitied are the pgrſons who are feir** 
ed with it. Our compli e | 
thoſe, who, while under -diſtra@on,: fondly imagine? 
themſelves to be Kings and .Emperbrs "And. the like 
pity is really due to thoſe, who, under the power of | 
enthuſiaſm, fancy the mſelveggo de propbersgnſpired 
of Ged, and immediately called and commiſſioned by bim 
to deliver bis meſſages to the wort”: And tho they 
ſhould run into_ diſorders, and act in a manner that 
cannot but be condemned, they ſhould notwithſtanding - 
be treated-with-tenderneſs.and lenity; and the rather, 
becauſe they don't commonly act ſo much under the 
influence of a bad mind, as a deluded imagination. And 
who more warthy of chriſtian pity than thoſe, - who, 
under the notion of ſerving GoD and the intereſt of 
religion, are filled with zeal, and exert themſelves to 
the utmoſt, while all the time they are hurting and 
e | Can Bod NE wounding. 
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wounding the very cauſe they take ſo much pains toag- 
vance. Threally a pitizble dale: And tho' the honeſty 
of their intentions won't legitimate «their bad actions, 
yet it very much alleviates their guilt. We; ſhoyld 
think as favourably of them as may be, and be diſpos'd 
to judge with mercy, as we would hope to obtain'mercy. 
But I come : 8 U-th LL 8 4 
IT. Iu the ſecond place, to point you to a rule. by 
which you may judge «f perſons, whether they are 
ent ha ſiaſi, meer pretenders to the immediate guidance 
and influence of the SPIRIT. And this is, in general, 
@ regard to tbe bible, an acknowledgment far the things 
- #berein contained are th: commandments of GOD. This 
is the rule in the text. And 'tis an infallible rule of 
— in this — We need not fear judginy amif, 
while we keep cloſely to it. Fx, 44 


1 


Lis true, it wont certainly follow, that a man, peo” 
tending to be a prepbet, or ſpiritual, really is ſo, it he 
owns the bible, and receives the truths therein reveal- 

| © ed-as' the mind of GOD: But the conclufgon; on the 

other hand, is clear and certain; if be -pretends to be 
| conducted by the SpiRIr, and diſregards the ſcripture, 
pays no due reverence to the things there delivered as 
be commughdments. of GOD, he ùh meer pretender, be 

+ his pretences ever ſo bold and confident, or made wi 

2 "ene much ſeenung ſeriouſneſs, gravity, or ſole 

= EO RE i 


1 
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"_ reaſon, of this is obvious; viz. that the 
things c in the ſeripture were wrote by holy 
men a they were moved by the HoLY , GHOST-; they 
were received from So, and committed to writing 
under his immediate, extraordinary influence and gui- 
dane. And the divine, ever-bleſſed SPIRIT b con- 
ſiſtent with himſelf. He cannot be ſuppord to be the 
author of any private revelations that are qontradictory 
to the public Banding oner, which he has preſerved in 
the world to this day. This would be to; ſet the Sy1- 
RIT of truth at variance with himſelf ; than which a 
eater reproach can't be caſt phon him; Tie, therg 
dre a true, that thoſe are enthu/zaffical, who prete ” 


- 


** 
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to the SPIRIT, and at the ſame time expreſs a diſregard 
to the ſeripture, as that the Sp1RIT is the great revealer 
of the things therein declared to ys. And we may de- 
pend upon the certainty of this conclafion.. We have 
Farratit to do ſo from the inſpired Paul; and we have 
the wre reaſon to rely upon the rule he has given de, 
us U made it evident to the world, that he Was a 
propbet, and ſpiritual, by figns and wonders. which he 
82 before the people, by the power of the SPIRIT of 

OD. f | | „ 


T «+4 L W's 6. 
But the ue in the text is yet more particular It 
refers.eſpecially to the things wrete by the apaſie Pa ut, 
and which he wrote to the church of Corinth, to rectiſy 

the diſorders that had crept in among them. And who- 
ever the perſon be, that pretends to be / ritual, to be 

under the extraordinary. guidance of the Sp, and 
yet acts in contradiction to what the apoſtle bas here 
wrote, he vainly imagines himſelf to be under the ſpe- 

cial guidance of the SPIRIT ; he is a dowaright' enthbu- || 
fro. TS | WE Cans þ | 

: | 1 4. 4d 

And here ſuffer me to make particular mention of N 
ſome of the things, the apoſtle has wrote in. fh EH ? 
which, whoever will not acknowledge, in dec as well- |. | 
as word, to be the commandments of GOD, they re 

guided by the SIT, but vaialy pretend to be fo. + 5 7 


# : 
4. 
* 


The firſt thing, in this kind, 1 would we * 
that which relates to Misiſters; eondem ning af had, r 
preference of one to another, the holdin ona ck: 
admiration as to reflect diſgrace on anbtHer Tun Was 
one of the diſorders the Apoſtle takes notice of, u pre- 
vailing in the church of Corinth; and he is particular in 
his care to give check to this unc hriſtian ſpirit; which 
had erumbled them into parties, and intrefliced among 
them faction and contention. b 1 a 


Now, whoever, under the pretence of being guided 
by the ſpirit, ſet up one miniſter in oppaſicion to ane- 
ther, glory in this miniſter to the throwing%undue con- 
tempt on that, thereby obſtructing bis uſefulneſs, am 
RRR 
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And i in yain may any pretend” to be vnder che 
e guidance of 15 Srtrrz Wälle in — 


aft ce they trample upon this law of. chriſtian Mee. 
Men talk ot their  7mpuZes and inpre Jons, con- 


| geive af them as the call 


zem 1 


85 N 


ved by chen from Pics | 6 plice; ining the 
By Tone. of 885. and immegiately fonts 95 
him: But if they are cenforians'and-uncharitable ; 
they harbour in their. minds evi 5 rof their Ay 


thren; if they ſlander and en em ; ff they 
claim 4 Tight to Jook into the U wii 

duſixeſi to judge of their dale and proclaim ben 
pocrites, ear nal unregenerate Buner⸗ when at che fate 
time they are viſibly ofa good. converfarion in Carr; 


I fay, 92.5 this is the practice df any,” they do nor 
acknowledge what the inſpired PAUL. has here wrote - 


JS the. r of GOD; They are not therefore 
by the ſame Spigtr with which de ſpake'; but 


— evidently under a ſpirit of deluſſon: An this is ſo 


obviouſly the caſe, that there is ho reaſonable room to, 
doubt upon the matter. 


| Charity, my brethren, le the egen 671 
toſpel by way of eminence. *Tis the grand mürg 
whigh chriſtians are to diſtinguiſh themſelyes _ 
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underſtand by it ſuch things as theſe... And #:i 
Nt Bring frcm ſuch unhappy mittakey, that they are by 
Bt betrayed into 1 Having a grang potion 
of the work of theSP 121 T, tis no wonder if they take the 
uncochmon {allies of their own minds for his influences. 


Vou cannot, my brethren, be too well acquainted 
© with what the biþ/e makes the zuork of theHoLyYGHosT, 
in the affair of ſalvation: And if you baye upon your 
minds a clear and diſtin underſtand}ng of this, it will 
be a powerful guard to ypu agaipſt all exrbuffofical jm: 
Pr 2 | ONE 
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2. Keep cloſe to the Scripture, and admit of nothin 
for an impreffion of the 85 NT, but what agrees with 
that unerring rule. Fix it in your minds as 3 tru 
you will invariably abide by, that the Vile is the gra 
teſt, by which every thing in religion is to be tried 
and that you can, at no oy nor in gay inſtance, be. 
under the guidance of the SP 

his extraordinary guidance, if what you are led to, is in- 
canfiſtent with che things there revealed, gither jn poige 
of faith or prafiice. And let it be your care to com- 
| the motions of yoyr miads, aod the workings of your 
inations and paſſion-, with the rule of GOD's word. 
And ſee to it, that you he impartial in this matter; 
Don't make the rule bend to your pre-conceiv'd no- 
tions and inclinations ; but repair to the bible, with a 


mind diſpos'd, as much as may be, to know the truth 


as it lies nakedly and plainly in the ſcripture it (elf. 
And whatever you are moved to, reject the motion, e- 
Neem: it 38 nothing more than a yain fancy, if it puts 


er any method of thinking, or dig, that can't - 


evidently reconcil'd with the revelations of Gop ig 
bis word. | Wy 


This adherence to the bible, my brethren; $ one of 


the beſt preſervatives againſt extbufiaſm | If yon will 
byt expreſs a dye — to In Sop, making 
it the great rule of judgment, evęn in tęſpect of the 


: = influences and operations, you will not be ig 


much danger of 21 jato delüfion. Let ttat be 
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xiT, What ſaltb the ſcripture? To the Jaw, and te tht 
teftimony If your impreſſions,” and imagined ſpiritudl 
motions agree not therewith, tis becauſe there is no hand 
of the SPIKIT of GOD in them: They are only the 
workings of your own imaginations, or ſomething worſe 
and mult at ouce, without any more ado, be rejected 
ſuch. | . n 
b. Make uſe of the Reaſon and Underfanding 
Gop has given you. This may be tho't an 'il-advis'd 
direction, but 'tis as neceſſary as either of, the former. 
Next to the Scripture, there is no greater enemy to 
enthifiaſm, than reaſon. Tis indeed impoſſible a man 
ſhou'd be an enthbyfiaf, who is in the juſt exerciſe of 
His underſtanding jy and *tis becauſè men don't pay a / 
due regard to the fober dictatez of a well inform'd 
mind, that they are led afide by the delufions of a 
vain imagination. Be adviſed then to ſhew yourſelves 
men, to make uſe of your reaſonable- p>wers ; and net 
act as the Lorſe or mult, as tho you had no under- 
tanding. 1 e 
Tis true, you muſt not 160 about to ſet up your on 
reaſon in oppiſition to revelation: Nor may you enter- 
tain a thot of makisg reaſen your rule inſtead of 
 feripture. The bible, as I ſaid before, is the great rue 
of religion, the grand teſt in matters of ſal vation: But 
then, you muſt uſe your reaſon in order to underſtand 
the Ble Nor is there any other poſſible way, in which; 
25 a reaſonable creature, you ſhou'd come to an under - 
{tanding of. ; FÄ rr or 


'You are, it muſt be acknowledged, in a corrupt ſtate. 
The fall has introduc'd great weakneſs into your rea- 
ſonable nature. You can't be tbo ſenſible of this; nor 

of the danger you are in of making a wrong judgment, 
thro' prejudice, cazelefineſs,,and the undue influence of 

1 fin 1 loſt. And to prevent this, you can't be too ſol - 

1 licitous to get your nature /an#ified : Nor can you de- 

pend too frongly upon the divine grace to affiſt you 

| in your ſearch after truth: And tis in the way of due 

2 dependahce on GOD, and the influences of his'SPIRIT, ' 
= that I zdviſe you to the uſe of your reaſon: And in 

this way, you muſt wake uſe of it. How n, 1 

A @ © tht yo 3 had 5 1 1 
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know, what is a revelation from Gop? What hon 
hinder yur entertzining the ſame cho't of a pr ef end 
revelltion, az of a Fa one, FA reaſon b ocker 
the falſhood of the one, zod the truth of the other? 
And When in the enjoyment of an undqubted 'revela- 
tion from God, as in the caſe of the ſetipture,” How 
will you underſtand its meaning, if you throw by your 
reaſon ? How will you determine, that this, and not 
that, iz its true ſenſe, in this aud the other place ? Nay, 
4 no e to be oy ule % 5 not 7 7 
enſes that cap be put on ſcripture equally ꝓraper? Ye 
may not the mol? coniyry (eſe wh: d . Mrs 
e.time,, fince reaſon only can point out the incon- 


15 
_ Gitepcy between . ad what will be ſufficient 
Ward vou againſt the moſt wonſtrous extravagan- 
188, in Principle as well as practice, if you give up your 


ee Wbat Have you left, in this cafe, to 
a_ Check do the wentonels of your imaginations? 
1% cou hinder your following every idle- fancy, 
till you aye loſt yourſelves in the wilds of falſhood and 
Vo way, it is true, miſuſe your reaſon : And this is 
a conſideration that ſhou'd put you upon à due care, 
that you may uſe it well; but no argument, why you 
ſhop'd not ue it at all- And indeed, if you fou d 
throw,by. your reaſon as a uſeleſs thing, you would at 
| eb! put your ſelves in the way of all manner of de- 
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But, it may be, you will ſay, you have committed 
your ſelves tothe guidance of the SPIRIT ; which is the 
teſt; preſervative. Herein you have, done well; no- 
G fra Ma objected againſt this method of conduct: 
Joly. take bed of miſtakes, touching the SPIRIT's 
guidance. Let me enguirs of you, bow is it the SyIRIT 
preſerves. from deluſion ? Is it not by opening the 
underſtanding, and enabling the man, in the due uſe 
of his reaſon, to perceive the truth of the things of God 
and ,religion? Moſt certainly; And, if von think of 
being led by the SP1RIT without underſtanding, or in 
qppoſitign to it, you deceive yourſelves, The SpIIIir 
gt Gon dea: with men as reaſonably creatures: And 
29 . SR. f they 
| 8 


dut in none more than the preſent: 


wn I fcaſnabie Caution” | 
sogbt to deal with themſel ves in like. maſter 7 
Ger while they do thus, niaking 4 wiſe and 


df the underſtanding, Goh has given them, £5 will 
take a proper tneans to preyerit cheir falling into de- 
er of cel being 


[oſons; nor will there be much da 
ed afide by extbofioftic heat and imagination. 


4. Von mult not lay tod gredt ſtreſs üpön the IVY | 


Ines of your paſſions and afechionl. Theſe will be exci- 


ted, in a leſs or greater degree, in the bufineſs o 
teligioh ; And 'tis proper they ſhou'd. The paſſiors, 
when. ſuitably mov'd, tend mightily t6 en, the 
reaſonable powers, and put them upon a lively and vi- 
gorous exerciſe. And this is their proper uſe: And 
when addreſs'd to, and excited to this purpoſe, 
may be of good ſervice : whereas we ſhall miſtake - = 
right uſe of the peſſione, if we place our teligion . 
or ciefly, i in the heat and fervobr of them. e ſous foul 
I the mas: And unleſs the reaſcaable nature lt 7 
wro't upen, the underfanding enlightned, the jdlbmint 
convinc'd, the 97 perſwaded, and the mihi intire] 
chang'd, it will avail but to little purpoſe ; the che pals 
Fons ou be (Et all ih a blate. This theréſorb 
Mop d be rhoſt eontern'd about. And if while you 
are ſollicitous that you may be in tranſports of feu. 
on, you fiegle your more noble part, y your resſon and 
eder ouwill dein great danger of being carried hw. 

Hy your ichaginations. This indeed . legds directly 4 
Eat hu ñaſm: And you will in vain, endesvour to pre» 
ſerve yourſelves from the influence of it, if Ne . 
Exretal to k to keep your poſſions ifl their proper place, undet᷑ 
the government df a well inform'd cer? wr py 
White the En jons are bppermoſt, and bear the thief 
ſway over a inan, he is in an unſafe ſtate: None knows 

bat he may be bro't to: You can't therefore be too 
careful to keep 5 paſſions under the regimen of a 


ſober jude ment Tis indeed a matter of neceffity, an 


you would not be led af de dy deluſion and fancy. 


5. In the laſt Pace here, yoit mut Fey forget to 


$0 to Sop by prayer. This is a coy. 8 all — 
t to yo 


(F1yes your own wiſdom and ſtrength, you will Nein. 


© fufficiens 
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 fafficient for your on, ſecurity ; perpetually in danger 
from your imaginations, as well as the other enetmes of 
yoor ſouls. You can't be too ſenſſble of this j "nor ein N 
; from @ ſenſe of it, apply with too tuch | 
nity to the FATHER of mercies to take pity upon | 
and fend you fuch a ſupply of grace a ig need ful fo 
you, You mbiſt not indeed think, that your duty lies 
in the bufineſs of prayer, and nothing elſe. You maſt 
uſe your own endeavours, neglect noching that may 
preve a guard to you : But together with the uſe f 
ther. means; you muſt make known your requeſt to Go 
by prayer and ſuppliestion. You muſt daily commit 
the keeping of your ſoul to him; and this you ftinſ 
icularly be careful to do in times of more 
rd ; humbly hoping in Gop to be your help? And 
if ke ſhall pleate to undertake fot you, no delufion ſhall 
ever have power over you, to ſeduce vou but, poſſeſs* 
fing 2 ſound mind, you ſhall go on in the uniform, 
Neady ſervice of your maker and generation, till of the . 
mercy of God, thro” the merits of the” ReDuESMER, 
you are crowned with eternal life. © 


But I mall now draw towards a cloſe, by making ſome 
ſaitable applicarios of what has been ſaid, And, | 


t. Let us beware of charging Gob fooli/bly, from 
what we have heard of the aature, and Influence of en- 
#byfpeſm. This may appear u dark article in Go 
—— of the world; but it ſtands upon the ſat 
dot with his permiſſion of other evils, whether mura 
or moral. And; if we ſhou'd not be able to ſec perſuct- 
g iy into the reaſon of this diſpenſation, we ſhou'd ras 
er attribute it to our on ignorance, than 9 
gainſt God. We may afſure ourſelves, a wiſe, and 
good, and holy GQoD, would not have" ſuffered it thus to 
be, if there were not ſame great and valuable ends tu 
be hereby anſwered. g £54054 2 


Greater advantages may, in the end, acerve to true 
religion, dy the ſufferance of an enrbuSSaffic ſpirit, and 
the prevalence of it, at certain times, than wo may 
r 
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It may furniſh both | opportunity and occaſian 
the grial of thoſe, who call themſelves chriſtians ; 115 
ther they have juſt notic ns of religion, and courage a 
faithfulgets to ſtand up for rea. 2 00 ogainſt N 
of . 


imaginary ones. It may ſerve as a foil ta ſet | 
beauty and glory of true, genpine chriſtianity. It 
9 tend to the encoutagement of reaſenable and folid,x 
Region, and, jinzhe run of things, recommend it, in the 
＋ effectual manner, to men's choice and practice, 57 
2 word, It may put men upon a more thorov ex- 
amination into: the grounds of the chriſtian .religjos, 
and be the me ans of their being, mar ;gencrally,. ella: 
dliſked in its truth, upon the beſt aug moſt .reatdable 
evigence. een? teen 
5:T'heſe are ſome of the ends capable of beitg anſwer; 
ed by the permiſſion of a /pirit of entbufiaſm, any che 
prevalence of if, for, 2 While. And as to. che perſops 
themſelves led glide by, it, it is, in the ſame way to 
xeconcil's with the general goodneſs of Gop towards 
men as in the; ef difrafimn, and the evil, 
iects conſequent theruepon, The perſogs, heated wit 
enthu/iaftic imaginations. are either, in a faulty ſenſe, 
scectiary.'to-this unhappy turn of mind, ox they are not: 
If the ſatter, they may depend upon the pity and 
- mercy of GoD, notwithſtanding the extra vagancies 
they may run into} yea, if they are good men, as is, 
doubtleſs, ſometimes the caſe, it may be . hoped, that 
this evil which has happened to them, will, after the 
manner of other ſufferings, wor c together for goad to 
them: Bot if thro' the pride of their bearts, a vain - 
glorious temper, accompanied. wich raſhneſs and arro- 
gance, or the like, they ate really acceſſary to their 
own deluſion, and mad conduct following therefrom, 
let them not think to caſt the blame on Gop: They 
do but reap the fruit of What they themſelves. haye 
fawn. Aud af they -ſhov'd be totally delivered up, 
as has ſometimes been the caſe, to the devices of their 
own hearts, and the lying inſpirations of wicked ſpirits, 
they can fault no body but themſel ves. GoD- is juſt 
while he makes them an example for the warning ob 
bers, leſt they alſo be given up to believe Jie. 
And he is good as wel. as juſt 3 good to ott eis, in put- 
thz them hereby upon their guard, tho he is ſevere 
towards hem. | 2. Let 


1 
1 


rful operation of 
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2. Let none, from what has been offered, entertem 
rejudices in their minds ageinſt the bp, of 'th 
Pratt, There is ſuch a thing as his influence 

the hearts of men. No conſiſtent ſenſe can be pu 

upon 2 great part of the bible, unleſt this de ackriows 

ledged for a truth: Nor is it any objecton agaitſt'4t9 
being ſo, that there has been a great deal of entbyfiaſm 
in the world, many who have miſtaken the motions 
of their own paſſions, for divine operations. Thi, it 
muſt be acknowledged, Mon'd make ns cautious j put- 
ting us upon à careful examination of whateyer offers 
itfelf, as a communication from the Syiktr, that we 
deceive not ourſelves: But its na. argument, why we 
ſhqu'd conceive a ſlighty tho't, either of the SIT, or 

Hs influences, really made upon the minds of men, 

Much lefs is it a juſt ground of exception againſt the 

SP1RIT's cperations,that they may be counterfeited; that 

men may make an appearance, as if they were acted by 

the Spixkrr, when, all the while, they bave no o- 

ther view in their preterices, but to ſerve themſelves.” 

"his has often been the caſe ; and points it out as 

matter of neceſiity, that we take "heed th ourſelves, If 

we would not be impo#d upon by a Aut hew, and 
good word: But at ihe fame time, "tis" flo reafon;* 

why we ſhou'd think the worſe of the bleſſed Sy TRI T, 

or of thoſe, influences that are really bit 
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Let us be upon our guard 43 to this' matter.” Munys 
from what they have feen or heard of the ſtrange con: 
ddet of men, pretending to be under divine impfen 
have had their minds infengbly leaven'd with prejudices” 
againſt the things of the Sy rn 14, O'tet it Be dur care, © 
that we be not thus wro't upon! And the rather, leaſt 
it ſhou'd prove the ruin of our ſouls. This, perhaps, 
we may not be afraid of: But the danger is great, if we 


take up wrong notions of the Syrz1iT, or encourage an 


unbecomming tho't of his influences in the”bufineſs 
of falvation, leaſt we ſhou'd grieve the good Spr- 
Rt r, and he ſhou'd leave us to, periſh in & tate of & 
lianstion fiom Gop, and true holineſs,” 
ru worthy pur particaiat remafkadt # by the why 
de holy dra on the dend af 
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56 A ſeaſeqabls Caution. 
that they are cha 'd from the love and 
— fin, 25 the . practice of holineſs ; — 
have thoſe tempers form d Ja them, whereby oy 

are, made meet for the glory to be hereafter reveal 
Not can this be done, in any way, without the 4 
fe! ener of the bleſſed 8 IIIT. 1988 


And is it likely, He ſhou'd, be preſent with men to 
uch gracious purpoſes, if they ſuffer their, minds ta 
be impreſſed with contemptuous tho'ts of him? If they 
begin to call in queſtion his office, as the great: diſs 
penſer of divine grace, or look upon his. -opyrtions' 38 
| al deluſſon and imagination. 


We muſt have upon our minds a juſt tho't of 2 
SpiarrT, and of his. influences. This is a. matter 

of 3 O let us encourage a. ſteady faith. in 
him, as that glorious perſon, by whom, and by whom. a». 
loue, we can be prepared in this world, for happineſi 
in the world chat is come. And let nothing, no wild 
neſs of enthufiaſm, ever be able to tempt us to call 
this in queſtion. And let us fo believe in the Hogy 


z 


GHosT, as-to- pat ourſelves under his guidance; and 
let our. dae ＋ Sy him for grace to dope; 
in eyery time of | 


Only let us Look to it, that we take no wt ons 
for his but. ſuch as really are ſo: And. let us not be 
ſaified, till we experience within ourſelves the real - 

eas of the SPpierT's operations; ſuch as ate com- 
mon to all that are in CHersT JESUS; _ always 
have been, and always will be, za aro 9 
pes Ah din and a cafe, r Ide Go aff . 


3. Let not any think ;, of relic ion, becauſe of the 
ill. repreſentation that is made . it by enthuſiaſts. 
There _ be b of this ; eſpecially, in regard 
of. thoſe have wag upon their minds 4 ſerious - 


ſenſe of de and the thing of another world. 'They 
may be may to judge of religion from the c 4 


ved zit, by thoſe who arg tag much 1 
| , 3 


aug 39 condemn jt, ** * 
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eas Wes ; 1 
wild, imaginary, inconfiſtent thing. Bot this is to 3 ? 
tos Baff and raſhly.! Religion qugbt.oor; to ſofter In 
the opinion of-any, — the imp: udencigs gr extrʒ . 
vagancie of. thoſe, who call themſel ves the friend of i, 
Any thing may te abuſed : Nor is there any bu 
has actually been abuſed-· And why ſhau d, any think 
— r of — — — 74 a Rake by 1 
ordi retences to it, ſet it fc in an, If _— 
— relative to it? : _ # 


„ a > 9 * . 
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There ie ſych-a thing as real. religion, let the candut . 
of men be what it will; and tis, in it's nature, a ſober, ' 
calm, reaionable thing: Nor is it an objection of any 
weight againſt the ſobriety or nableneſs of it, that . 

| there have been (ent ha, who have acted as. tho' it 
| was a wild, imaginary bufine(s. e ſhould not make 
our eſtimate of religion as exhibited in - the behaviour 

of men of = fare mind ; to be ſure, we ſhould not 

take up ani opinion of it, becauſe in the example they ' 

ive of it, it don't appear ſo amiable as we might expect. 

This is unfair. e ſhou'd rather judge of it from the 
conduct of men of a /au2d juogment ; lives have 
been ſucha uniform, beautiful tranſcript of that which is 
jaſt and good, that we can't but thipk well of religion, as 
diſplay'd in their exawple.- eee. 


ZBut however religion may appear 2 viewed in the 
lives, even of the beſt men, tis à lovely thing, as requir- 
ed by GoD, and pourtrayed in the bible. e ſhou's® 
take our ſentiments of it jrom this hook of God; and this, 
in the calm and ſober exerciſe of our underſtandings: ' 
And if we view it, as tis here delineated, we can't but ap- 
prove of it, the defrines it teaches, and the duties it re- 
quire?, whether they relate to Gop, our ſelves, or our 
neighbour ; they are all ſo reaſonable in thetiſel ves, and 
— of the GoD, the ſtampof whoſe authority they” 
EE 4 . e 
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1 | Ph IE Nan 
Let us fetch our notions of religion from the ſeripture: 
And if men, in their practice, ſet it ina diſa&yantageous' 
light, let us be upon our guard, that we doh't mke vp” 


7 judictes again(t it. This will blind our 4 and way, 
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cern about religion; yea, we may be brot to treat it 4 
ven with contempt ; than which, nothing can be more 
dangerous, or put our ſalyation to a greater riſque. 

s . er I of 


4. Let us eſteem thoſe as friends to religion, 1 
enemies, who warn us of the danger of entbafaſn, and 
vould put us upon qur guard, that we be not ſed afide by 
it. As the times are, they run the hazard of being call d 
enemies to the holy SPIRIT, and may expect to be ill · ſpo- 
ken of by many, and loaded with names of reproach: Hut 
they are fiotwithſtanding the beſt friends to religion; 
and it may be, it will more and more appear, | | 
hayeallalong been ſo. They bave been ſtigmatiſed/ as 
Op Pos ERH of the WORK OF God; but tis a great mer - 
Cy of GOD, there have been ſach Oyyosgrs + This land, 
Had, in all pröbability, been over-run with confufionand, - 
diſtraQtion, if they had acted under the influence of the. \ 
1atne beat and Zeal, which ſome others haye been famous 
wy , a | Ber. 


for. ys . 


*, 
- 


ITis really beft, people ſhou d know there lu weh 4 
thing as ent hu ſiaſm. and that it has deen, in all one 
of the moſt dangerous enemies to the church, of 


D, aud 
has done a world of miſchief: Aud tis akindnefs to chem 
to be warn'd againſt it, and directed to the proper me- 
theds to be preſer ved from it. Tis indeed, one of the 
beſt ways of doing ſervice to rea religion, to diſtinguiſh 
' It from that which is imaginary : Nor ſhou'd miniſters be 
diſcouraged from endeavouring this, tho“ they ſhou'd be 
il]-tho't, or evil-ſpoken df. They ſhou'd beware of be- 
ing.too much under the influence of that fear of many. 
which bringeth @ ſnare ; which is evidently the caſey - 
where they are either flent, or dare not ſpeak out faith- 
fully and plainly, left they ſhon d be ;called PHaniSkes. 
of Hyvorn tte, and charged with: LEADiNG So 
Tro THE DEVIL. Tis a ſall matter to be thus 7 
and reviſed; and we ſhou'd be above being affrighted 
from duty by this, which is nothing mort tham the bredrb 
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of pobr, ignorant, ſtail man. Wn 0 
| > :* % \ I. 4 1 0 1 l * TO 0 ii 4 1 

There is, 1 doubt not, a great del of at, nie! 
teliglon in the land. Wbe F rary af Gop has prg'c ef. 
{6cruglly on de hearts ena rte eee 
| „ Cy 


_ notwithſtanding, there by te, a fire . 


6 CESS 


defence of groſs opinions, us well as exormays ions. 


riſe, nor what it lay end in. 


and 


Err Bvtize 
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numerous inſtances, it may be, than uſual. 


ing in one place 3 2 


thufioſm, a 
make great pretences to the Sewrt, — 4 


a — 


carried away 
be, tak themſel ves to be and 
= ended by bm, while hey ae bd 6 only by thee 


3 


Not 
of "WY Paths 
eſm, in all the wildneſs, ber pars „and extravegantte „ 
it, has been among them; and metimes had a moſt. 
dreadfully extenfive ſpread. Ten thouſand peg ni 
have appear d in arms, at the fame tithe ; and this too, 


firſt diſcovery therefore of ſuch a ſpirit, unleſi due care 
is taken to give check to its vet ook and eſt is much | 
fo be feared ; for there is no 6 nowing, bow 850 it m 


' Theg ood Loup ges veal Addo, and 


people bebave after ſuch a manner, as 5 is 
may not ſuffer; but in the end, gain "I 
ſtill more univerſally eſtabliſhed. 
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all men, bringing ſalvation, . 7, to de 


CHKIST: And when halls appear 
FATHER, and with his holy an NN 1 
with him, and go zwey into Sreriuſting life : 
Gob, of is infinite. merey grant may be —— 
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odlineſ and worldly luſts, and to 1 efberly, and 
teouſly, and eodlilyin the world; ſp may we look | 
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